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opposed to it, nor independent of it, in sects and schisms.
These clergy would be confined to pastoral care, and have
no right to preach their varying views of dogma. Names,
of course, matter nothing in schemes of this sort; but in
calling these officers " Bishops" and suggesting that they
should have the oversight of a hundred families each,
Mr. Ruskin points to the practice of the primitive church.
Though at this time he had renounced any definite belief
in ordinary religion, he did not think that human nature,
as a whole, would or could become completely irreligious;
but he leaves it quite open to the families of his ideal state
whether they will admit the ministrations of their bishops,
or not.

Finally, he adapted the feudalism of the Middle Ages
in the sense that the whole body politic would be distinctly
organic, and not anarchic : that its organisation would be
based on a military scheme. He had said, in The Crown
of Wild Olive, that a military despotism is the only cure
for a diseased society ; and while minimising the occasions
and opportunities for war, he felt that, to effect the develop-
ment of the present "Dark age" into a more perfect
civilisation, some use of force would be necessary in the
administration. Believing strongly in human nature, he
did not pretend that everybody is virtuous. Laws must
be made, and laws must be administered: and to do this
effectively requires the strong hand. In his state every
man would be a soldier (as in Switzerland); but just as in
the guilds some would necessarily be differentiated into
mastership, so, in the whole of society, individuals and
families would rise into eminence and take the lead. And
as the captains, judges, bishops and schoolmasters would
be salaried state officials, so to these distinguished men and
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